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Gordon Jarvis, 1945-2018 

Gordon Jarvis, the long-standing Rootes 
enthusiast who was a founder Trustee of the 

Rootes Archive Centre Trust and Treasurer 
to the Association of Rootes Car Clubs, 
sadly died on 10th May 2018 aged 72. 

After starting his career as a Rootes Group 
apprentice Gordon never lost his loyalty to 

the marque and spent his entire working career with the Rootes/
Chrysler/Talbot and Peugeot brands. Even in his spare time he 
championed the Rootes models and was one of the most well-known 

faces in both the classic car and motorsport world as he campaigned his 
various classic road and rally cars in both the UK and Europe. He will be 
well remembered for his replica London to Sydney Hunter and his 
numerous RAC rally appearances, especially in his 1600 Sunbeam Ti. 

Gordon was also instrumental in rallying hero Richard Burns’ entry into 

motorsport as he built and ran Richard in his first Peugeot 205 GTi, and 
after Richard’s untimely death was a key part of the Richard Burns 
Foundation.  

Gordon’s family and friends celebrated his life on Thursday 31st May at a 
well attended service in Dorchester 

Abbey in Dorchester-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshire.  

At his request there were many beautiful 
classic and rally cars on display next to 
the Abbey. 

As Trustees we will miss Gordon’s 

enthusiasm and encyclopaedic 
knowledge of Rootes cars. 



 

 

 
 

THE NEW ARCHIVE OPENING 

...WHAT A FANTASTIC DAY!! 

• 240 guests and 120 classic vehicles 

• 3 generations of the Rootes family 

• Superb weather and great atmosphere 

• Worldwide interest and press coverage 

Lord Nick Rootes performs the 

Opening Ceremony 
Rev Bill Rootes cuts the ribbon 

Three generations of 
the Rootes family 

The carpark outside 
the centre  

Commercial vehicles 

Rally cars 

Sunny blue skies 



 

 

Restoration Show  - NEC March 2018 

Trustee Matt Ollman deservedly wins 

the title “Unsung Hero of the Year” at 

The National Car Club Awards and 

receives his award from Mike Brewer 

Local Radio  - 12th June 2018 

Trustees James Spencer & Andy Bye  

featured on BBC Radio Oxford’s ‘Lilly 

Mitchell Afternoon Show’ talking about 

the Archive Centre 

Restoration Show  - NEC 

March 2018 

Our lucky Facebook ticket 

competition winners meet 

trustees Nick, Matt & Andy 

Restoration Show  - NEC March 2018 

Gordon Jarvis’s fantastic London to 

Sydney Hunter certainly pulled in the 

crowds to our stand as soon as the 

show opened 

OLD ROOTERS VISIT (Rootes Pupils Association) 

On the 19th May we had the pleasure of meeting with 43 members of the Old Rooters 

for their annual lunch at Wroxton House Hotel. We gave them a presentation about 

our work in the Archive and then a tour of the centre, which brought back many 

memories for them.  We hope to see you back soon and thanks for the extra material 

many of you have donated. 



 

 

Transport Trust Awards, Brooklands  - June 2018 

The Association of Rootes Car Clubs and the Rootes Archive Centre 
Trust have been jointly awarded the Preservationist of the Year 
accolade by The Transport Trust for the work they have done in 

preserving the engineering archive of the Rootes Group.  

The Trust awards its 
premier trophy to an 
individual or group 
who have made an 

outstanding 
contribution to the 
cause of transport 
heritage preservation 

in a specific year, or 
which has 
culminated in a 

specific year. The 
winner holds, for a 
year, a silver model 
of SS Great Britain, 

since the award was 
inspired by the achievement of Sir Jack Hayward in returning the vessel 
from the Falklands to Bristol. 

The award was presented by HRH Prince Michael of Kent during the 
prestigious awards ceremony at the Brooklands Motor Museum on 4th 

June 2018. 

The Transport Trust is Britain’s only charity dedicated to the preservation 
of all modes of transport and its infrastructure. 

Together the Association of Rootes Car Clubs and the Rootes Archive 
Centre Trust have worked tirelessly to not only preserve the archive 
material they saved from destruction but also to fundraise for their own 

building in which to safely house the archive for future generations. 

Speaking at the Awards ceremony the Association’s Chairman, James 
Spencer, said, “We have been committed to preserving this key part of 
the Rootes Group and I would like to thank everyone who has been 
involved over the years or who has donated to our building fund.”  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BBC South comes to Wroxton 

Trustees Matt & James became TV stars in June when the BBC 

South news team visited the Archive and spent the morning 

interviewing them both and filming in the centre. 

They also filmed Matt driving 

his Sunbeam Alpine through 

the local countryside. The 

resulting feature went out on 

the prime time evening news 

show in the south of 

England. Another really great 

piece of publicity for the 

Archive Centre. 

Funding Update: 

Fundraising continues to go well and the current outstanding loan 

balance we owe to our very supportive individuals and clubs is... 

£61,914 

These loans need repaying within the next 4 years so we are keeping 

an absolute focus on continuing our fundraising activities. Thank you 

for all your support so far - if you or anyone you know would like to 

make a donation then please get in touch. 

Matt Ollman    e-mail: matthewollman@rootesarchivecentre.org.uk 

——————————————————————————————- 

Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show, with 
Discovery at Birmingham's NEC 

9th - 11th November 2018 

Come along & visit us in Hall 4 on stand number 785 

Trust Members benefit from an exclusive discount on 

Saturday or Sunday tickets booked in advance.   

See the show advert overleaf for details and discount codes. 

mailto:matthewollman@rootesarchivecentre.org.uk


 

 


