
 

 

Newsletter 14 

 

 

17th December 2018 

	

 

 

SEASON’S GREETINGS    

from the Trustees 

As we near the end of 2018 

it’s time to review the year—

and what a year it’s been! 

It all started with lots of hard 

manual work for the Trustees 

and the small band of 

volunteers as we converted 

our new building into a functional, tailored space;  

lots of measuring, wall construction and painting—

not forgetting the actual move! 

We then had the excitement of the Official Opening 

in April by Bill and Nick Rootes: a fantastic display 

of Rootes models; many of you, our supporters, in 

attendance (including three generations of the 

Rootes family); speeches; refreshments; raffle; 

sunshine—a perfect day... And since the opening 

the Centre has been used virtually every weekend 

for meetings or events. It has truly evolved into the 

spiritual home for everything Rootes. 



 

 

Key Trust Activity in 2018 

Jan/Feb: The hard work creating the tailored space continued 

 

March: We exhibited at the Restoration Show at the NEC and 

Matt was awarded Club Unsung Hero of the Year for his 

commitment to the Rootes Archive 

 

April: We held a very successful Grand Opening, with 100+ 

Rootes vehicles and many of you, our supporters, present 

May: We sadly said goodbye to fellow Trustee Gordon Jarvis at 
his funeral in Dorchester Abbey 

June: We were awarded Preservationist of the Year from the 

Transport Trust and also interviewed on BBC Radio Oxford 

 

 

July: We hosted the FBHVC Board meeting; appeared on BBC 

South as a feature article; and we also took Gordon’s replica 

Rally Hunter to the London to Sydney Celebration at Gaydon 

August: We hosted one of the very first UK screenings of “Iran’s 

Arrow - The rise and fall of Paykan” including an extremely successful 

Q&A session with the film’s creator and director, Shahin Armin 

 

September: The trustees underwent website training and 

were involved in our website refresh 

October: Our new website went live and an additional 

simplified domain was added www.rootesarchive.org  

November: We launched “The Rootes Story”, met up with many new 

and existing supporters and collected over £900 in donations over the 

three days of the NEC Classic Car Show  

 

December: We have started planning events for 2019—see the next page for 

some dates for your diary... 



 

 

Open Days in 2019  1st Sunday of every month 

During 2019 we plan use some of our regular open days to 

focus on a particular marque. In this way we can concentrate on 

the artefacts and drawings we have available for those 

enthusiasts and enable like-minded visitors to meet and chat. 

Everyone is still welcome to attend any event (we won't turn any 

classics away!) but there should be more of interest for you. 

The plan for 2019 is: 

  6th January       General Open Day 

  3rd February      General Open Day 

  3rd March         General Open Day 

  7th April          Commer & Commercials Theme 

  5th May           General Open Day 

  2nd June         General Open Day 

  7th July           General Open Day 

  4th August        Hillman Theme 

  1st September    Sunbeam Theme 

  6th October       General Open Day 

  3rd November    General Open Day 

  1st December     General Open Day 

Open days run from 10am to 3pm 

If possible, please let us know if you plan to attend. Check our 

website for latest details: www.rootesarchive.org 



 

 

 

FACEBOOK TICKET WINNER 

FOR THE NEC CLASSIC CAR 

SHOW 

Those of you who read our 

Facebook page will recall we ran 

a ticket competition in conjunction 

with the organisers of the NEC 

Classic Car Show. We had loads 

of brilliant entries telling us who 

they would bring to the show if 

they won and why. 

We welcomed the lucky winner, 

Chris, with friend Allan onto our 

stand on the Saturday and they 

both had a great day at the show. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we approach the end of 2018 we would like 

to take a moment to remember our great friend 

and fellow Trustee Gordon Jarvis, who sadly 

passed away on 10th May just after he had been 

a key part of the new Archive Centre Opening. 

 

Gordon, you are sadly missed but not forgotten. 

Funding Update: 

Following our awards, press coverage and tireless fundraising efforts this year, 

we have met our 2018 fundraising target. However, we still owe £53,339 

towards the building purchase and are keeping an absolute focus on reducing 

this outstanding balance. 

Obviously we also need money for annual running costs, but these are greatly 

reduced now we have our own premises. 

Thank you for all your support so far. We could not have achieved this amazing 

result without you! 

If you would like to make a donation or get involved then please get in touch... 

Trustee Matt Ollman e-mail: matthewollman@rootesarchivecentre.org.uk 

mailto:matthewollman@rootesarchivecentre.org.uk


 

 

ROOTES GROUP CARS TOUR THE CLASSIC BRITISH COUNTRYSIDE 2019 

So that you can all start planning your year ahead, we draw your attention to this not-to-be-
missed opportunity to blow away the cobwebs and get on the road with your classic. 

A selection of 16 choice routes around the South, South-East, South-West, Wales, North & 
Scotland and East of Britain has been drawn up by members of the Rootes Group car clubs. In 
order to celebrate the 40

th
 anniversary of the founding of the Sunbeam Rapier Owners Club 

(SROC) by David Parrott, the SROC want to enthuse other club members to come out and join 
them on some of these runs in 2019. Their aim is to take leisurely drives along roads that have 
changed little since our cars were new, to recreate the feel of owning a brand new Rootes 
Group vehicle back 40, 50, 60 or more years ago. 

Most routes will be given a special date when the creator will be joining a group run out. These 
routes are only being offered to paid-up members of Rootes Group Car Clubs. The SROC 
have purchased window stickers and bumper plaques featuring the design at the top of this 
article. If you want to do a run out with other Rootes enthusiasts then you only need to contact 
the route originator. Running out on the set day with others, you will be given a window sticker 
or bumper plaque when you join the group. If you just want to do the run in your own good 
time then visit the Sunbeam Rapier Owners Club website at www.sunbeamrapier.co.uk click 
on “Forum” down the left hand side and see the main “Rootes Round Britain” posting, click on 
this and you will be asked for a password, this will take you to an area where you can 
download the relevant directions. 

THE PASSWORD FOR ARCC CLUB MEMBERS IS “ROOTE66”, please do not share this 
with non-club members as we consider it one of the benefits for you having paid your subs. 
Instead, why not convince friends to join the relevant club and come along? A great start to the 
benefits of belonging to an ARCC club! 

If you do want to take your classic on one of the lovely routes and need more information then 
you can contact Neil Lamond nneillamond@outlook.com or 01494 774996. He would 
especially like to receive any nice photographs of you out enjoying the run (include people and 
cars) - he may try and create a lasting book for Rootes enthusiasts if response is good.  

If you would like to express an early interest in completing any of these runs next year then do 
get in contact. There will surely be no more delightful a way than to enjoy your Rootes car than 
being out on our Rootes Round Britain. 

http://www.sunbeamrapier.co.uk
mailto:neillamond@outlook.com


 

 

What a donation to receive! 

During late November we were 

contacted by the family of the late 

C.R. “Mick” Melton who kindly 

donated one of his prized 

possessions - this amazing HM 

Queen Elizabeth Royal Warrant 

plaque, presented to Rootes.  

Mick joined Rootes in 1946 after 

being demobbed from the RAF.  

In 1949 he moved his family to New 

York to work directly for Brian Rootes, 

with a sales area described as “Whole of America”! Throughout his career he spent 

considerable time overseas visiting many places, including Portugal, Arabia and 

Beirut. In 1962 he returned to England and joined the Head Office team at 

Devonshire House, until his retirement in 1966. His family have also generously 

given us a selection of photographs, including the two below showing him at work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This exciting item, shown at the top of the page, has prompted lots of trawling 

through our archives and online searches to try to find its provenance. We know 

that Rootes Motors Ltd was formed in 1949, but Princess Elizabeth’s coronation 

wasn’t until 1953. Since a company must trade with the member of the royal family 

for 5 years, does this mean that it wouldn’t have been granted before 1958? Not 

necessarily—publicity material in our archive shows adverts in 1956 using the royal 

warrant granted by the Queen. Humber had a warrant from her father, the King. 

The beautiful plaque now has pride of place on the boardroom bookcase at 

Wroxton. Research will no doubt continue as we try to determine its history. If you 

have information to add to this story, or have memories of Mick, please let us know! 

Mick is standing next to the car Mick is third from right 



 

 

New Book: Launched in November 2018 on our stand at the NEC 
 

The Rootes Story 
(includes images from the Rootes Archive) 

RRP £40.00 

RACT Special Offer £32.00 + £4.95 p&p 

If you wish to purchase a copy please contact 

andybye@rootesarchivecentre.org.uk 

 

Published by: The Rootes Archive Centre Trust, 15 Apollo Park, Ironstone Lane, Wroxton, Banbury OX15 6AY 

 

Practical Classics Classic Car & Restoration Show, with Discovery 
22 – 24 March 2019 at the NEC Birmingham 

 
 
 

Come along and visit 
the RACT stand! 

 
 
 

For our Friends, there is an 
exclusive advance ticket 
offer giving you a great 

discount off the Saturday or 
Sunday ticket price  

 
 

It is vital you book before 
28th February 2019 

and quote our unique 
Rootes Archive discount 

code C5353RS19 
to get your discount 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book online now at    www.necrestorationshow.com 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.necrestorationshow.com&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6bbf992b056e42a6b1a208d53e2ed561%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636483293220768502&sdata=kAVlBo2g%2FIkik8nzByXWNUeBYm8ZmskTjvo3oJGIV7E%

