
 

 

 
STOP PRESS: 
 
The Trust  
purchases its 
own building!!! 

Two Trustees have recently 
resigned due to increased 
business commitments and 
having insufficient time to 
devote to the Trust. RACT 
Chairman Gordon Jarvis 
thanked both Gavin Stewart 
and Andrew McAdam for their 
service and support to the 
Trust over recent years. 

Trustee Changes 

Nunc cursus magna quis  

 

	

We are pleased to confirm that we have placed a deposit 

for the build of our Archive Centre.  
(subject to planning permission being granted). 
 

Sir Stirling Moss launched the Trust’s fundraising appeal for 

£165,000 at the 2015 NEC Classic Motor Show and since 

then the Rootes Car Clubs, along with many of their 

members and supporting companies, have really got behind 

our campaign with both cash donations and loan pledges. 
 

As we write the total amount of promised donations 

(including gift aid) is over £68,000 with a further £74,000 

pledged as loans. A big thank you to all!  
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Four recently completed units on the Wroxton site. Our building will be 
similar to one of these, with bespoke configuration options to suit our needs. 



 

 

2 

What does the building do for us? 

The purchase of the building is a vital step in 

securing the Rootes Archive for the future. We 

currently spend most of our income on rent but 

going forward we will be able to redirect this so 

all our income will be invested in something we 

actually own and develop ourselves. 

Treasurer Matt Ollman said, “Having our own 

building will give the Trust much needed 

financial stability and enable the Centre to be 

sustainable. It means we can preserve and 

showcase this incredible material to 

enthusiasts for however long they continue to 

need it. The Centre will become the home of 

everything connected to the marque.” 

RACT  Team  
 

Chairman  Gordon Jarvis 

Treasurer  Matt Ollman 

Trustee  Bob Allan 

Trustee  Andy Bye 

Trustee  Nick Harrison 

Trustee  Graham Vickery 

Archivist  Sara Johnstone 

Minutes Sec James Spencer 

 

Chairman Gordon Jarvis said, “To be able to 

press the button on our own building after only 

12 months of fundraising is fantastic – clearly 

the fundraising needs to continue so we can 

repay the loans but at least now we know our 

Archive, which contains thousands of 

engineering drawings for Rootes Cars, is safe 

for generations to come.” 

 

Our new building will be built on a Heritage Site 

in the village of Wroxton near Banbury and will 

be a close neighbour to the Bentley Drivers 

Club HQ. 

 

Trustee Opportunity 

 
As a result of the recent resignations we 

currently have opportunities to strengthen 

our Board of Trustees. 

We are keen to attract enthusiastic 

members who would relish the chance to 

get involved at this exciting time. We are 

especially interested in gaining expertise in 

Accountancy and Law. 

 

Spacious surroundings will facilitate our continuing Open 
Days when we relocate. 



 

 

Commer Open Day at the Centre 
Sunday 6th November saw us run another very successful Open Day at the Centre. This time it 

was targeted at owners of Commer vehicles. We knew it was going to be a great event when 10 

minutes before opening the first vehicle arrived – a superb Commer QX Recovery Truck driven 

by Bryan Male. Several other classic trucks and 3 Commer motorhomes quickly joined him. In 

all we had over 25 visitors during the day, including Matt Lody and Steph Lee who had just 

bought a Commer horsebox as a major restoration project. They enjoyed making new contacts 

and borrowed some archive material to help them. Good luck and we hope to see it next time! 

Thanks to Deb, Freya and Abigail 
Ollman for selling refreshments and 
merchandise at the Open Day. 

Steph & Matt’s horsebox project 
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2017 Open Days 
The Archive Centre will again hold Open Days on the 1st Sunday of every month 
and some of these will be themed, so keep watching our Facebook page for 
details 

8
th
 January    

5
th
 February    

5
th
 March    

23
rd

 April        Drive It Day – come for a run out and see our building site!! 

 

2016 NEC Classic Motor Show  
 
The Trust had its own stand at the show 
promoting our building fund and showing how 
the use of our engineering drawings has 
successfully enabled the remanufacture of 
new parts to help keep vehicles on the road. 
 
The event was a great success further raising 
awareness of the Trust and also helping to 
attract cash donations for the building fund.  

 

If you have any news, ideas or articles for the next newsletter then please 

e-mail Trustee Andy Bye at andybye@rootesarchivecentre.org.uk 

Yes, we’ve smashed it – we now have over 1000 likes  
on Facebook. If you haven’t already joined our  
Facebook page then you should, as it’s the quick way to  
see the latest news and events. 

www.facebook.com/rootesarchivecentretrust 


